
November 6, l98l

Memo to File:

RE: U.S. Steel Corporation
Desert Mound"Mine-" i
ACT /021/003 -t

Iron County, Utah

0n November-p,-198l,iTom Tetting- of the Division.met with Roy.Bens€n_- _ .

Area -Manager-for U:S.;.-Steel .Corporation-is Deser.t.Mound Mine. The- purpose,.....
of the meeting-wa! 'to;inspect,the cbrrent'site-.facil'iti-es: whf ch' arb abandoned
or operational...-.Both..the area:around-the .ab-tive;riri:ll:::?hd 5'hop.6n6 the ,'
separate.-"area-:.torihe southwest on..the 'flank:.of.,Iron.Mountajn-were -vi.sited. ."'
A map of,:"the di stilrbancbs I submi tted" by- U ;S. :Stee1 :Coiporat.i on: cl osely-- : 

"'coincidesiwith :thb oh=site. inspection.' -..i 
.

The Desef.t,Nlund pit and dumps have been,.abandoned;-a: protect'ive
berm,-has been:platpd:arciund'the pit but the dbmps,.h3ve',not had .their:,-=, i'
edges:ipounded,:norlhas it.been':reseeded:' :;Thi.l pit js--mentioned-,as .the ;-,.-
watgrlstorage:-pjtl,iin-the letter from'U;.S.i:Steel.Corporation. of Febrtiai^y - .

6,_l98li.and may be,'applied for in'a modification-to the mine-plan-at- -'
a later:date.^'Jh+ Ratler-Pit and assocjated-.dumps-- have,been bermed' and
fenced and are .ablndoned;;but not .rounded.--=.[he Short'line, Pit .is-the tatt:ngs. .
disposa.l pit pentioned:in'-the'letter.'refer-enced above.and will".likewise:- -

mai ntai n:i, questi 6nirble:'f;utuFe*.r:o:l e -wi th..:UiS.iJSteel:Cof pOr,ition.; : Assoiiated. 1, -:
9u*p:.hgve'^been:b{rmed"-but 

'not seEded;rir,:lrounde4;.rPresbntly.:i:fines.area-.:.-:*
has'been:'worked'ofi..and mirius'1/-4 inchii.non,ore is:being:logial,dut.or.'. r-,h

two trains-a,.week!..=fhislarea-'along,with-:the hii,ll:,:ii?rd shclp-'brea:compri'sJng',:r:."r
9l aci'es-total''6riil .be'reclaimed-ai*"the Lomp-,'le,tion:.ofiin-':o["iition.'i,:

I
The Mountainf Lion Pit will continub'to:be'mjried::,-It contajns.l0-12:, ::

feet of water.whi(h'is pumped at the rate of..300 gpm, 6'hours.a day out -'
along the access qoad and out into Bureau of-Land Management pinyon-juniper
landiwhere-it:soa(s. into the grravel-.. - It is-unapp"opriiteO. -it -has 

6een'-=-,
sampled:and a copj of the report will be sent to the Division. 'The active
dump'',in-'this- irrea{is=- currently fi'll ing in: the Yel low Jacket. P-it and -extending.: .':
northward;onto..priv!ously*undisturbed land.:-.This area.will..belreclaimed:'-:'i-
as it. iS'filled.
nortnwardtonto..prqvrously*und'rsturbed land.:-.This area.will..belreclaimed:'-:'i
as it.iS'filled.'lA third pit in this area-is proposed, the HomeStake"Pit.'j,iIt will".necessitafe uncovering thg rock which has waste'rock.'dumped--on it
currently. :,, 

I
ITherE:are twg test:plots"on:thjs':sOuthern":sitei.both on actiye.riraste .:-::

dumps"with,in.:100 feet-elevation of:.each-other..;-They.cover.:approxima.tel,y.*r .

7'000-sqUare.-feet{:=0ne was plantbd.jn:the spring-of,.'1981 and the other-
in 0ctobtir;-,,1981 

'{with:a-seed:mixture-specified in. the April: 8, 1981 ,--.: .

I ettEr .from'-'U.-S. - $tee1 :Corporat:i on.



Memo to File
November 6, 198]
ACt /021 1003
Page Two

Two .items"-
the abandoned.d
map,'-fa1l'.into:.
recl amati on'. (rec
power.l-ines. cove

The answers
presented . to-

TNT/te ::'

-to.be-c.|ar.if.iedpriortominep1an..appro.val:.one,-do.
, j ndi cated a's" such-on- the recent- U.S. Steel' Corporati on

grandfather,.pos'iti.on . and "thdrefore not necessi tate : .

ri ng and reseedi ng)'and ,two,:. is, the 'iemovall -of. the ' . :

shoul d. be
Board--for

obtained.and the mining and .rec'lamation plan. -.',
tentdtive "appr.ova'l- as' soon ds; posS,ible.- l:,.

THOMAS.'N.'.TETTING' \u; 4{..
E N G IN ET R I N trI GEO LO GIST-<:t


